II. THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTION OF THE 18th CENTURY HOSPITAL MOVEMENT.*
In 1687 the College of Physicians published an edict enjoining upon all its fellows, candidates, and licentiates to give gratuitous advice, when required, to the neighbouring poor within the City and seven miles, over which their monopoly extended; suggesting as an incentive that by such service they would at one arid the same time recommend themselves to the public and improve their knowledge and reputation for success. And in furtherance of the scheme the College somewhat later fitted up a dispensary for the preparation and sale of medicine at cost price to the sick poor, a certain number of the fellows subscribing a sum of 500 guineas for the purposes of the charity.
At suffering, yet they were the very persons for whom the chartered hospitals were originally intended.
